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INTRODUCTION
Dear Families,
The Coldwater Fire Department in cooperation with the National
Fire Protection Association has created this information guide to
provide you with a resource to fire safety and prevention
information in one document. The document includes safety tips
and resources to information related to safety and prevention.
We hope you will use this information and share it with all of your
family members.
The Coldwater Fire Department provides services to our city’s
residents and two townships. These services include but are not
limited to: Emergency Medical Response, Specialized Rescue,
Fire Suppression, Public Assistance, Public Education,
Inspection Services, Building Plan Review, Consultation and
Fire Investigation. We are continuing to strive to provide an
exceptional public service to all we serve.
The department’s staff participates in many community functions
throughout the year and offers specific assistance programs to
residents such as Smoke and Carbon Monoxide Detector Give-a
Ways, Fire Victim Assistance, Juvenile Fire-Setter Awareness
and Counseling, Business, Industry and Group Fire Extinguisher
Training and Emergency Planning. We are a full service agency
who enjoys assisting our community in their safety and prevention
needs.

The following resources may be of assistance in your future
needs and as always, please feel free to contact our
department if you should have any questions concerning safety
and injury prevention.

RESOURCES
Internet Sites: (Alphabetical Order)
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention: www.cdc.gov
City of Coldwater: www.coldwater.org
Coldwater City Ordinances: www.amlegal.com/coldwater_mi
Consumer Product Safety Commission: www.cpsc.gov
Consumer Product Safety Commission (For Kids):
www.cpsc.gov/kids/kidsafety
Federal Emergency Management Agency: www.fema.gov
Federal Emergency Management Agency (For Kids):
www.fema.gov/kids
Frontgate Fire Escape Ladder:
www.frontgate.com/fg/pdp.jsp?prod_oid=304254&showarrow=y&
search=y&cursor=0
First Alert Safety Products: www.firstalert.com
Kidde Fire Safety Products: www.kiddesafety.com
National Fire Protection Association: www.nfpa.org
National Fire Protection Association (For Kids): www.Sparky.org
Poison Control: www.aapcc.org
Residential Fire Sprinkler Coalition: www.homefiresprinkler.org
State Construction Codes and Fire Safety:
www.michigan.gov/cis
State of Michigan: www.michigan.gov
State Police: www.michigan.gov/msp
United States Fire Administration: www.usfa.fema.gov

Telephone Numbers: (Alphabetical Order)
LOCAL EMERGENCY CALL (911)
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention: 1-800-311-3435
City of Coldwater: 517-279-9501
Consumer Product Safety Commission: 1-800-638-2772
Federal Emergency Management Agency: (202) 566-1600
Frontgate Fire Escape Ladder: 1-800-626-6488
First Alert Safety Products: 1-800-323-9005
Kidde Fire Safety Products: 1-800-654-9677
National Fire Protection Association: 1-617-770-3000
National Fire Safety Council, Inc. 517-764-2811
Poison Control: 1-800-222-1222
Residential Fire Sprinkler Coalition: 1-888-635-7222
State Construction Codes and Fire Safety: 517-241-9313
State of Michigan (Governor’s Office): 517-373-3400
State Police (Coldwater Post): 517-278-2373
United States Fire Administration: 1-301-447-1000

DOWNLOAD (OR) PRINT THIS GUIDE IN (PDF) FORMAT AT:

www.coldwater.org
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

What does it mean when my smoke detector chirps?
Smoke detectors are designed to give off a chirp every 20-30
seconds in the event the battery is worn down and in need of
replacement. This is also true for electrical detectors with
battery back up.

What type of escape ladder should I have in my
home?
One that you feel comfortable with and will use.
It is
recommended that an escape ladder be practiced with by all
family members on the first floor before trying it out on upper
levels of the home. We recommend using one with built-in stand
offs. These types of ladders are easier to use by children and
older adults and are sturdier. There are many types of portable
escape ladders available for a wide variety of price ranges.
Additional information on ladder types and vendors is available by
request by calling the Fire Marshal’s Office 517-278-4177.

Why should I sleep with my bedroom door closed?
More people die by fire without ever seeing a flame. Smoke is
the killer and having a closed door can protect you against smoke
and permit you the time necessary to escape through a window.
The key is having functional smoke detectors coupled with a plan

knowing what to do if the smoke alarm sounds and smoke is in the
house.

What is a fire escape plan and how do I make one?
A fire escape plan is just that, a plan to escape a fire in the home
or business.
First, you must know two ways out of the house and bedroom or
building (Bedroom Doors and Windows) or (Exit Doors and
Stairways).
Second, you must know what to do and how to protect yourself
against the smoke if the alarm sounds – Stay low and go under the
smoke and get out as quickly as you can. Find your exit way and if
it’s a closed door… feel the door for heat using the back of your
hand. If the door is hot, DO NOT OPEN IT find your second
exit.
Third, you need to establish a safe meeting place outside where
you can account for all members escape. Never go back inside
once you are out.
Forth, establish a person and a back up person who will be the one
to contact 911 for fire department notification.
Fifth, practice the plan with the entire family so you will learn
what areas of the plan need additional work or what limitations
may exist.
If someone has difficulty due to mobility or may not hear the
smoke detector’s alarm because of sound sleep, incorporate this
information into your plan so you can act upon it and provide the
additional time necessary to get everyone out.
Consider
purchasing louder detectors or ones with voice modules and
moving persons with mobility issues to an easier lower level
bedroom to escape from. You will only learn this information by
practicing the plan during times where persons are sleeping.

Should I have a Carbon Monoxide Detector and where
should I put it in my house?
All homes should have a minimum of one carbon monoxide
detector installed in the house. Carbon Monoxide may be
produced through the incomplete burning of a gas or fuel such as
(Natural Gas, Liquid Propane Gas or Solid Wood). These fuels are
used in the operation of household appliances such as (Stoves,
Dryers, Furnaces, Washing Machines, Water Heaters and Fire
Places or Wood Stoves).
Carbon Monoxide (CO) Detectors detect the presence of the gas
in (ppm) Parts Per Million. Most detectors sound a warning/alarm
when the gas level in the home reaches 25 to 45 (ppm). This
warning is your cue to leave the house immediately. Exposure
to carbon monoxide levels of a little as 25 (ppm) for extended
periods of time can cause severe illness. Extended exposure to
levels greater than 45 (ppm) can cause death to infant children
and elderly adults. You may open windows to the house before
exiting and contact the fire department so we can use our meters
to detect a possible leak. In the event a leak is detected, we will
advise you to contact a mechanical contractor or local gas
company to repair the source of the leak.
Carbon Monoxide detectors should be located on each level of the
home near sources of potential gas exposure. If you have an RV
(Recreational Vehicle) install one they’re also. Be sure that the
alarm can be heard in sleeping rooms. Test them the same way
you would a smoke detector.

What to look for: Stuffy, Stale or Smelly Air, Exhaust Fume
Smell, Unfamiliar Odor. Remember that Carbon Monoxide is
colorless and odorless and the only way to detect its presence is
through detection devices.
Some symptoms of carbon monoxide exposure or illness are very
similar to the common flu but without body aches. Symptoms
include: Dizziness, Blurred Vision, Throbbing Headaches,
Tightness of Forehead, Pale Skin, Nausea and Vomiting,
Sleeplessness, Confusion, Fainting, Shortness of Breath, Chest
Pain, Intoxicated Appearance and Sudden Death.
If you
experience any of these symptoms and they decline when away
from the home, please contact your doctor and get tested for
carbon monoxide in your bloodstream.

What should my Babysitter know about fire safety?
Discuss your fire escape plan with your sitter and explain to your
children that they need to listen to the sitter if the smoke alarm
sounds. Post emergency telephone numbers in a location near the
telephones. Make sure your sitter knows where you will be and
how to reach you while you’re away. Make sure your sitter knows
your address and basic first aid. Ask them what they would do in
the event of a fire or other emergency and discuss these actions
and potential options with them before you leave the home.

Why do you take the fire truck to emergencies with
ambulances?
The fire department responds to emergencies of medical natures
to begin the process of medical attention and is often the first
to arrive in a time of need. The fire truck is equipped with
medical equipment, fire fighting and rescue equipment to serve as
a multi purpose vehicle. In the event we should have to respond
to another type of emergency, the necessary equipment is on the
vehicle with the personnel and we would not have to waste time in
responding to the emergency by having to go back to the station
to get another vehicle.

Can I have a campfire in my backyard?
There is a difference between a Campfire and a Bon-fire. A
campfire is of a smaller nature and mostly associated with
recreational cooking or family and friend gatherings. Bon-fires
are larger and used in large organized group celebrations.
Yes, you are permitted to have a small campfire in your backyard
provided your campfire area is clear of combustible vegetation or
building areas. The campfire pit or device must not be greater
than 4 feet wide and you are only permitted to burn natural wood
or charcoal. The use of flammable or combustible liquids is
strictly prohibited. You must have a hose or water source
available and near in case of emergency. You are not permitted
to burn brush, leaves or trash within the city. Bon-fires are only
permitted through request to the fire department and an
organization must request permission before holding a Bon-fire.

Does the fire department give tours or hold open
houses?
Yes, the fire department offers tours of the station and
equipment upon request and appointment. We also offer open
houses for children’s birthday party groups upon request and
appointment.
The fire department business hours are:
Monday through Friday. Tours may also
non business hours and weekends
appointment. Please call the department
you would like a tour.

8 am through 5 pm
be conducted during
upon request and
at 517-278-4177 if

Do the firefighters work all day?
Firefighters work on 24 - hour shifts and stay at the fire
department during those shifts. They perform various duties
during those hours of duty that include but are not limited to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Responding to Emergencies
Training
Equipment Maintenance
Station and Building Maintenance
Tours
Participate in Civic and Group Programs and Events
Physical Fitness

What type of training do the firefighters receive?
The firefighters participate in physical and educational training
that is associated to the duties they perform and those
emergencies they respond to such as:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ice Rescue
High Angle and Subterranean Space Rescue
Fire Suppression
Vehicle Extrication
First Responder Medical Skills
Hazardous Materials
Pre-Incident Planning
Leadership

Why do we see firefighters walking around the block?
As part of the job requirements to perform the strenuous work
associated with firefighting and rescue operations. The
firefighters must be in good physical shape. The firefighters
perform physical training that includes walking and weight
training so they can achieve top performance at any given
moment.

Our Question To You
How can we assist you in your needs or how may we
be of better service to you?
Please provide any feedback to the Coldwater Fire Department
517-278-4177

4TH OF JULY 2002 CHILDRENS BIKE PARADE
3RD WARD
COLDWATER MICHIGAN
B PLATOON
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PART (1)
Key Points for Kids
Follow these safety tips to make your home safe.
Everybody out!
•

•
•

•

•

•

•

Does your family have a home fire escape plan? If not, make one
today; it's easy! Start by walking through your home and identifying
two ways out of every room. (One way out might be the door; the
other could be a window). Then, draw out your escape plan, so you can
post it where everyone in the family can see it. To get started, use
the easy to use escape plan grid below.
Clean up your room! Make sure that doors, stairways and other exits
out of your home are clear of toys, furniture, and other clutter.
Does someone in your house need help getting around (like a
grandparent, or an infant)? A grown-up should make sure that they
have someone to assist them in case of a fire. Be sure to assign a
backup person in case the assistant isn't home.
Pick an outside meeting place where everyone can gather after
they've escaped safely (a neighbor's house, a mailbox, or even a tree
will do). Make sure that you mark the spot you've picked on your
escape plan.
Memorize the emergency phone number of the fire department.
Remind everyone that they should get out first, then call for help
from outside, or at a neighbor's home.
Be ready for the real thing. Put your escape plan to the test with a
fire drill at least twice a year. That way if a real fire ever happens,
everyone in the family will know what to do.
Always choose the escape route that is safest. Practice crawling
under smoke in case you must go through it to get out. Smoke is nasty
stuff—even worse than fire itself. To keep from breathing it in (and
possibly knocking yourself out), crawl low under the smoke on your
hands and knees. Your head will be in a "safety zone" of clean air
about knee high.

•

Close the door behind you. Closing the doors as you leave can slow the
spread of fire and smoke.

Sound the alarm
•

•

•

•
•

•

Your home should have smoke alarms on every level (even the
basement). It's especially important to have them inside or near every
sleeping area.
Do the batteries in the smoke alarms work? Have a grown-up test
them once a month. Batteries should be replaced once a year, or when
you hear the alarm "chirp"—that means that the battery is low.
How old is that alarm anyway? Smoke alarms should be replaced every
10 years. And if no one can remember how old it is, it's probably time
to replace it.
Never paint or decorate a smoke alarm (even with stickers!) because
this could keep it from working properly.
Make sure that everyone in your home knows the sound of the smoke
alarm, and knows exactly what to do if the alarm goes off. Have a
grown-up sound the alarm at night to make sure that everyone wakes
up. If they don't, make sure to factor that into your escape plan.
When the alarm sounds, get out. Always assume that the alarm means
a real fire and follow your escape plan.

Keep fires from starting
•
•
•

•

•

If food is cooking on the stove, make sure that a grown-up is always in
the kitchen.
Keep the stove clear of anything that could catch on fire: paper,
towels, curtains, or pot-holders.
Make the area around the stove a "kid-free zone." No kids or pets
within three feet (one meter) of the stove when grown-ups are
cooking!
Grown-ups should always turn off portable space heaters when they
leave the room or go to sleep. Keep heaters three feet from anything
that can burn like walls, bedding, and clothes.
Make sure that grown-ups blow out any candles when they leave the
room. Also, be sure that candleholders are big and deep enough to
catch dripping wax, and can keep the candles from tipping over. Most
important: never, ever have candles in kids' bedrooms.

•

•
•
•

If anyone in your home smokes, make sure that they put water on any
butts or ashes before throwing them away. Be sure they use large,
heavy, non-tip ashtrays.
Keep matches and lighters out of sight and reach of kids—preferably
in a locked cabinet.
Remind grown-ups to make sure that electrical cords are in good
condition, with no cracked or frayed areas.
Any fuel or liquid that can catch on fire, like gasoline, propane, or
kerosene, needs to be kept in a safe container, outside the home in a
garage or shed. If any of these are in your home, a grown-up should
move these items outside immediately, and keep them in a locked shed
or garage.

Source: Coldwater Fire Marshal’s Office
National Fire Protection Association "Reproduced from NFPA's Fire
Prevention Week Web site, www.firepreventionweek.org."
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Fast Facts (Pages 1-7)
knowing the facts is the key to fire safety.
Fire deaths
•
•
•

In the United States, someone is fatally injured in a home fire roughly
every 170 minutes.
In Canada, someone is fatally injured in a home fire roughly every 31
hours.
Smoking materials such as cigarettes, cigars and pipes are the leading
cause of fire deaths in the United States. The majority of residential
fires associated with smoking materials started as a result of careless
or improper disposal.

Smoke alarms

•
•
•
•

•

Fifteen of every 16 homes (94%) in the United States have at least
one smoke alarm.
Having smoke alarms in your home reduces your chance of dying in a
fire nearly in half.
One-half of home fire deaths occur in the 6 % of homes with no
smoke alarms.
In three of every 10 reported fires in homes equipped with smoke
alarms, the devices did not work, most often because of missing, dead
or disconnected batteries.
Only eight percent of those surveyed whose smoke alarms had
sounded in the past year thought it was a fire that caused the alarm
to go off, and got out of their homes as a result.

Home fire sprinklers
•
•

Properly installed and maintained, automatic fire sprinkler systems
help save lives.
Automatic fire sprinklers and smoke alarms together cut your risk of
dying in a home fire 82% relative to having neither – a savings of
thousands of lives a year.

Home escape planning
•

According to an NFPA survey, 26 percent of Americans said they had
never thought about practicing a home fire escape plan. Three percent
said they didn't believe that practice was necessary.

Heating
•

During the months of December, January and February, heating
equipment is the leading cause of home fires. Two-thirds of home
heating fire deaths were caused by portable or fixed space heaters.

Home Heating Fact
Heating equipment is the leading cause of home fires during the months of
December, January and February, and trails only cooking equipment in home
fires year-round.

Facts & Figures*
•

•

In 1998, there were 49,200 heating equipment-related home fires
reported to U.S. fire departments, resulting in 388 deaths, 1,445
injuries and $515 million in property damage.
Two of every three home heating fires in the U.S. in 1998, and three
of every four related deaths, were attributed to space heating
equipment.

•

•

All types of common space heating equipment are involved in home
fires: portable electric heaters, portable kerosene heaters, wood
stoves, fireplaces with inserts and room gas heaters.
Common causes of space heating home fires are: lack of regular
cleaning, leading to creosote build-up, in wood-burning devices and
associated chimneys and connectors; failing to give space heaters
space, by installing or placing them too close to combustibles; basic
flaws in the construction or design of wood burning heating equipment;
and fueling errors involving liquid- or gas-fueled heating equipment.

*From NFPA's U.S. Home Heating Fire Patterns and Trends

Safety Tips:
•

•

•

•
•

•

•

Space heaters need space. Portable space heaters need a three-foot
(one meter) clearance from anything that can burn and should always
be turned off when leaving the room or going to sleep.
When buying a new unit, make sure it carries the mark of an
independent testing lab. Be sure that a qualified technician installs
the unit or checks that the unit has been installed properly.
Wood and coal stoves, fireplaces, chimneys, chimney connectors, and
all other solid-fueled heating equipment need to be inspected annually
by a professional and cleaned as often as the inspections indicate.
Use a sturdy fireplace screen to keep sparks from flying into the
room.
Portable kerosene heaters must be fueled only in a well-ventilated
area, free of flame and other heat sources, and only when the device
has cooled completely. Use only the type of kerosene specified by the
manufacturer for that device, and never use gasoline instead of
kerosene. Also, be sure that portable kerosene heaters are legal for
home use in your state.
When turning a heating device on or off, be careful to follow the
manufacturer's instructions. When buying heaters, look for devices
with automatic shutoff features.
Be sure any gas-fueled heating device is installed with proper
attention to ventilation, and, if unvented gas space heaters are used in
bedrooms or bathrooms, they must be small and wall-mounted. Also, LP
(liquefied petroleum) gas heaters with self-contained fuel supplies are
prohibited for home use by NFPA codes.

Candles
•

•

Over the last decade, candle fires have almost tripled. In 1999 alone,
an estimated 15,040 home fires started by candles were reported to
fire departments. These fires resulted in 102 deaths, 1,473 injuries
and an estimated property loss of $278 million.
Forty percent of U.S. home candle fires begin in the bedroom.

Cooking
•
•
•

More fires start in the kitchen than in any other place in the home.
Cooking fires are the #1 cause of home fires and home fire injuries.
Unattended cooking is the leading cause of home cooking fires.

Cooking Safety Fact
Cooking fires are the #1 cause of home fires and home fire injuries. The
majority of cooking equipment fires start with the ignition of common
household items (i.e., wall coverings, paper or plastic bags, curtains, etc.).

Facts & Figures*
•

•
•

In 1998, there were 94,000 home fires associated with cooking
equipment, resulting in 396 deaths, 4,656 injuries and $419.1 million in
direct property damage.
Unattended cooking is the leading cause of home cooking fires.
Three in every 10 reported home fires start in the kitchen – more
than any other place in the home.

*From NFPA's U.S. Home Cooking Fire Patterns and Trends, June 2001

Safety Tips:
•

Never leave cooking food on the stovetop unattended, and keep a
close eye on food cooking inside the oven.

•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•
•

Keep cooking areas clean and clear of combustibles (i.e. potholders,
towels, rags, drapes and food packaging).
Keep children and pets away from cooking areas by creating a threefoot (one-meter) "kid–free zone" around the stove.
Turn pot handles inward so they can't be bumped and children can't
grab them.
Wear short, close fitting or tightly rolled sleeves when cooking. Loose
clothing can dangle onto stove burners and catch fire.
Never use a wet oven mitt, as it presents a scald danger if the
moisture in the mitt is heated.
Always keep a potholder, oven mitt and lid handy. If a small grease
fire starts in a pan, put on an oven mitt and smother the flames by
carefully sliding the lid over the pan.
Turn off the burner. Don't remove the lid until it is completely cool.
Never pour water on a grease fire and never discharge a fire
extinguisher onto a pan fire, as it can spray or shoot burning grease
around the kitchen, actually spreading the fire.
If there is an oven fire, turn off the heat and keep the door closed to
prevent flames from burning you and your clothing.
If there is a microwave fire, keep the door closed and unplug the
microwave. Call the fire department and make sure to have the oven
serviced before you use it again. Food cooked in a microwave can be
dangerously hot. Remove the lids or other coverings from microwave
food carefully to prevent steam burns.

Electrical
•
•

Electrical fires and shocks kill hundreds of people and injure
thousands each year.
In 1999, electrical distribution equipment was the fourth leading
cause of home structure fires, but ranked first in cause of direct
property damage.

Electrical Safety Fact
Electrical distribution equipment (i.e., wiring, switches, outlets, cords and
plugs, fuse and circuit breaker boxes, lighting fixtures and lamps) was the
third leading cause of home fires and the second leading cause of fire
deaths in the United States between 1994 and 1998.

Facts & Figures*
•

•

There were 38,300 reported home electrical fires in 1998, resulting
in 284 deaths, 1,184 injuries and $668.8 million in direct property
damage.
The statistics below are based on annual averages from 1994-98:
o Ground fault or short circuit was the leading cause of electrical
distribution fires.
o Fixed wiring caused one-third of home electrical distribution
fires.
o Cords and plugs caused 17% of home electrical distribution
fires and 28% of related deaths.

From NFPA's U.S. Home Product Report, Appliances and Equipment Involved
in Fires, Januay 2002.

Safety Tips:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Replace or repair loose or frayed cords on all electrical devices.
Avoid running extension cords across doorways or under carpets.
In homes with small children, electrical outlets should have plastic
safety covers.
Follow the manufacturer's instructions for plugging an appliance into a
receptacle outlet.
Avoid overloading outlets. Consider plugging only one high-wattage
appliance into each receptacle outlet at a time.
If outlets or switches feel warm, shut off the circuit and have them
checked by an electrician.
When possible, avoid the use of "cube taps" and other devices that
allow the connection of multiple appliances into a single receptacle.

•

Place lamps on level surfaces, away from things that can burn and use
bulbs that match the lamp's recommended wattage.

Source: Coldwater Fire Marshal’s Office
National Fire Protection Association "Reproduced from NFPA's Fire
Prevention Week Web site, www.firepreventionweek.org."
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Home fire escape plans (Pages 1-3)
In dwellings, getting out quickly can mean the difference between life
and death.
Fire can spread rapidly through your home, leaving you as little as two
minutes to escape safely. Your ability to get out depends on advance warning
from smoke alarms, and advance planning—a home fire escape plan that
everyone in your family is familiar with and has practiced.

Basic fire escape planning
•

•
•

•

•

Pull together everyone in your household and make a plan. Walk
through your home and inspect all possible exits and escape routes.
Households with children should consider drawing a floor plan of your
home, marking two ways out of each room, including windows and
doors. Also, mark the location of each smoke alarm. This is a great way
to get children involved in fire safety in a non-threatening way.
Make sure that you have at least one smoke alarm on every level of
your home.
Everyone in the household must understand the escape plan. When you
walk through your plan, check to make sure the escape routes are
clear and doors and windows can be opened easily.
Choose an outside meeting place (i.e. neighbor's house, a light post,
mailbox, or stop sign) a safe distance in front of your home where
everyone can meet after they've escaped. Make sure to mark the
location of the meeting place on your escape plan.
Go outside to see if your street number is clearly visible from the
road. If not, paint it on the curb or install house numbers to ensure
that responding emergency personnel can find your home.

•

•

•

•

•

•

Have everyone memorize the emergency phone number of the fire
department. That way any member of the household can call from a
neighbor's home or a cellular phone once safely outside.
If there are infants, older adults or family members with mobility
limitations make sure that someone is assigned to assist them in the
fire drill and in the event of an emergency. Assign a backup person
too, in case the designee is not home during the emergency.
If windows or doors in your home have security bars, make sure that
the bars have quick-release mechanisms inside so that they can be
opened immediately in an emergency. Quick-release mechanisms won't
compromise your security - but they will increase your chances of
safely escaping a home fire.
Tell guests or visitors to your home about your family's fire escape
plan. When staying overnight at other people's homes, ask about their
escape plan. If they don't have a plan in place, offer to help them
make one. This is especially important when children are permitted to
attend "sleepovers" at friends' homes.
Be fully prepared for a real fire: when a smoke alarm sounds, get out
immediately. Residents of high-rise and apartment buildings may be
safer "defending in place."
Once you're out, stay out! Under no circumstances should you ever go
back into a burning building. If someone is missing, inform the fire
department dispatcher when you call. Firefighters have the skills and
equipment to perform rescues.

Putting your plan to the test
•
•

Practice your home fire escape plan twice a year, making the drill as
realistic as possible.
Allow children to master fire escape planning and practice before
holding a fire drill at night when they are sleeping. The objective is to
practice, not to frighten, so telling children there will be a drill
before they go to bed can be as effective as a surprise drill.

•

•

•

•

•
•

It's important to determine during the drill whether children and
others can readily waken to the sound of the smoke alarm. If they
fail to awaken, make sure that someone is assigned to wake them up as
part of the drill and in a real emergency situation.
If your home has two floors, every family member (including children)
must be able to escape from the second floor rooms. Escape ladders
can be placed in or near windows to provide an additional escape route.
Review the manufacturer's instructions carefully so you'll be able to
use a safety ladder in an emergency. Practice setting up the ladder
from a first floor window to make sure you can do it correctly and
quickly. Children should only practice with a grown-up, and only
from a first-story window. Store the ladder near the window, in an
easily accessible location. You don't want to have to search for it
during a fire.
Always choose the escape route that is safest – the one with the least
amount of smoke and heat – but be prepared to escape through toxic
smoke if necessary. When you do your fire drill, everyone in the family
should practice crawling low on their hands and knees, one to two feet
above the ground. By keeping your head low, you'll be able to breathe
the "good" air that's closer to the floor.
It's important to practice crawling on your hands and knees, not your
bellies, as some poisons produced by smoke are heavier than air and
settle to the floor.
Closing doors on your way out slows the spread of fire, giving you more
time to safely escape.
In some cases, smoke or fire may prevent you from exiting your home
or apartment building. To prepare for an emergency like this, practice
"sealing yourself in for safety" as part of your home fire escape plan.
Close all doors between you and the fire. Use duct tape or towels to
seal the door cracks and cover air vents to keep smoke from coming in.
If possible, open your windows at the top and bottom so fresh air can
get in.

Source: Coldwater Fire Marshal’s Office
National Fire Protection Association "Reproduced from NFPA's Fire
Prevention Week Web site, www.firepreventionweek.org."
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Installing and testing your smoke alarms (Pages 1- 2)
Because fire can grow and spread so quickly, having working smoke alarms in
your home can mean the difference between life and death. Once the alarm
sounds, you may have as few as two minutes to escape. Smoke alarms are the
most effective early warning devices available. Just having a smoke alarm in
your home cuts your chance of dying in a fire nearly in half.
You can reduce your risk even more by learning how to effectively use the
smoke alarm's early warning to get out safely. Automatic home fire
sprinklers reduce your risk of dying in a home fire even more.

Install your smoke alarms correctly
•
•

•
•
•

•

Install smoke alarms on every level of your home, including the
basement. Make sure there is an alarm in or near every sleeping area.
Mount the smoke alarms high on walls or ceilings—remember, smoke
rises. Ceiling-mounted alarms should be installed at least four inches
away from the nearest wall; wall-mounted alarms should be installed
four to 12 inches away from the ceiling.
If you have ceilings that are pitched, install the alarm near the
ceiling's highest point.
Don't install smoke alarms near windows, doors, or ducts where drafts
might interfere with their operation.
Hard-wired smoke alarms operate on your household electrical
current. They can be interconnected so that every alarm sounds
regardless of the fire's location. This is an advantage in early warning,
because it gives occupants extra time to escape if they are in one part
of the home and a fire breaks out in another part. Alarms that are
hard-wired should have battery backups in case of a power outage,
and should be installed by a qualified electrician.
Don't paint your smoke alarms; paint, stickers or other decorations
could keep them from working properly.

Keep your smoke alarms working properly
•
•

•

•

•
•
•
•

•

Test your smoke alarms at least once a month, following the
manufacturer's instructions.
Replace the batteries in your smoke alarm once a year, or as soon as
the alarm "chirps," warning that the battery is low. HINT: schedule
battery replacements for the same day you change your clock from
daylight to standard time in the fall.
Never "borrow" a battery from a smoke alarm. Smoke alarms can't
warn you of fire if their batteries are missing or have been
disconnected.
Don't disable smoke alarms even temporarily – you may forget to
replace the battery. If your smoke alarm is sounding "nuisance
alarms," it may need dusting or vacuuming. If that doesn't work, try
relocating it further away from kitchens and bathrooms, where
cooking fumes and steam can cause the alarm to sound.
Regularly vacuuming or dusting your smoke alarms following
manufacturer's instructions can help keep it working properly.
Smoke alarms don't last forever. Replace your smoke alarms once
every 10 years.
Make sure that everyone in your home can identify and awaken to the
sound of the alarm.
Plan regular fire drills (twice a year is best) to ensure that everyone
knows exactly what to do when the smoke alarm sounds. Hold a drill at
night to make sure that sleeping family members awaken at the sound
of the alarm.
If you are building a new home or remodeling your existing home,
consider installing an automatic home fire sprinkler system. Sprinklers
and smoke alarms together cut your risk of dying in a home fire 82
percent relative to having neither – a savings of thousands of lives a
year.

Source: Coldwater Fire Marshal’s Office
National Fire Protection Association "Reproduced from NFPA's Fire
Prevention Week Web site, www.firepreventionweek.org."
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Escape planning for apartment dwellers (Pages 1-2)
Fire drills are important for all homes, including apartment buildings and
other high-rise structures. You need to know the basics of escape planning,
from identifying two ways out of every room to crawling low to avoid toxic
smoke, and the importance of practicing how you would respond in an
emergency. Be aware that sometimes the safest thing you can do in a tall
building fire is to stay put and wait for the firefighters.

Know the plan

Make sure that you're familiar with your building's evacuation plan, which
should illustrate what residents are supposed to do in the event of an
emergency. The evacuation plan should be posted in places where all
residents can see and review it, and the building management should hold a
fire drill with occupants at least once a year. Most states also require that
buildings periodically test their fire safety systems as well. Be sure to
participate when your building drills take place.

Practice is key

Whether your building has one floor or 50, it's essential that you and your
family be prepared to respond to a fire alarm. Identify all of the exits in
your building and if you are using an escape, mark them on your escape plan.
Make sure to mark the various stairways too, in case one is blocked by fire.

Never use the elevator
In case of fire, always use the stairs to get out, never the elevator. Make
sure to practice using the stairs as part of your escape plan. If someone in
your family has difficulty climbing down steps, make sure to incorporate a
contingency for this into your plan.

Stay low

Smoke from a fire is toxic and deadly no matter what kind of structure you
live in. When you hold your fire drill, everyone in the family should practice
crawling on their hands and knees low under smoke, one to two feet above

the ground where the air is cooler and cleaner. Note: in the event of a fire, if
both stairwells are filled with smoke, stay in your apartment and wait for
the firefighters.

Seal yourself in for safety

If you can't exit an apartment building due to smoke or fire in the hallway,
call the fire department to report your exact location and gather in a room
with a window to await their arrival. Close all doors between you and the fire.
Use duct tape or towels to create a seal around the door and over air vents
in order to keep smoke from coming in.

Stay by the window

If possible, you should open your windows at the top and the bottom so
fresh air can get in. Don't break the window - if smoke enters the room
from outside the building, you won't be able to protect yourself.

Signal to firefighters

Wave a flashlight or light colored cloth at the window to let the fire
department know where you are located.
Source: Coldwater Fire Marshal’s Office
National Fire Protection Association "Reproduced from NFPA's Fire
Prevention Week Web site, www.firepreventionweek.org."
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Escape planning for older adults (Pages 1-2)

Keep it low

If you don't live in an apartment building, consider sleeping in a room on the
ground floor in order to make emergency escape easier. Make sure that
smoke alarms are installed near any sleeping area, and have a telephone
installed where you sleep in case of emergency.

Sound the alarm

The majority of fatal fires occur when people are sleeping, and because
smoke can put you into a deeper sleep rather than waking you, it’s important
to have a mechanical early warning of a fire to ensure that you wake up. If
anyone in your household is deaf or if your own hearing is diminished,
consider installing a smoke alarm that uses a flashing light, vibration and/or
higher decibel sound to alert you to a fire emergency. Contact NFPA´s
Center for High-Risk Outreach for a list of product manufacturers.

Do the drill

Conduct your own, or participate in, regular fire drills to make sure you know
what to do in the event of a home fire. If you or someone you live with
cannot escape alone, designate a member of the household to assist, and
decide on backups in case the designee isn't home. Fire drills are also a good
opportunity to make sure that everyone is able to hear and respond to smoke
alarms.

Open up
Make sure that you are able to open all doors and windows in your home.
Locks and pins should open easily from inside. (Some apartment and high-rise
buildings have windows designed not to open.) If you have security bars on
doors or windows, they should have quick-release mechanisms inside so that

they can be opened easily. These mechanisms won't compromise your safety,
but they will enable you to open the window from inside in the event of a
fire. Check to be sure that windows haven't been sealed shut with paint or
nailed shut, if they have, arrange for someone to break the seals all around
your home or remove the nails.

Escape planning and security bars
Sometimes a device that prevents one hazard creates another. That can be
the case with security bars, the metal bars that people put on their windows
and doors for security. They do keep intruders out - but they also can trap
residents inside in an emergency, and keep firefighters from getting in.
About 15 people die each year because security bars trap them inside during
a fire.

Practice is key

While practicing your home fire escape plan; make sure that everyone in the
household can operate the quick release mechanisms. If young children,
older adults, or people with disabilities need extra help with the devices,
designate a member of the household to help them, and decide on backups in
case the designated person isn't home.

Quick release

Use quick release devices inside all barred doors and windows. Quick-release
devices for security bars enable you to push the bars open from the inside,
but they don't affect the security provided outside. These quick-release
devices can involve pulling a lever, pushing a button, stepping on a pedal or
kicking in a lever on the floor.

Stay connected

Keep a telephone nearby, along with emergency phone numbers so that you
can communicate with emergency personnel if you're trapped in your room by
fire or smoke.

Source: Coldwater Fire Marshal’s Office
National Fire Protection Association "Reproduced from NFPA's Fire
Prevention Week Web site, www.firepreventionweek.org."
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Sleepover fire safety for kids (Pages 1-3)
Is your child safe staying overnight at a friend's home? The Coldwater Fire
Department and NFPA offers a free Sleepover Checklist to help parents
answer that age-old question, "Mom, can I sleep over at Dana's house?"
Think upset tummies and lack of sleep are the biggest risks when your child
is spending the night at his or her friend's house? "Think again," says Judy
Comoletti, NFPA´s assistant vice president for public education. "Before you
permit your child to sleep over with a friend, talk to the child's parents.
Depending on what you learn, it can either uncover serious fire dangers or
give you peace of mind during your child's sleepover."
Ms. Comoletti says that eight out of 10 fire deaths take place in the home,
with the majority of home fire deaths occurring late at night. "If you don't
know for certain that the friend's home is equipped with working smoke
alarms, and that the sleepover will be supervised by an adult, don't take the
risk; reverse the invitation and have the sleepover at your own home," she
adds.
We recommend teaching children about the importance of fire escape
planning in a positive, non-threatening style. "Ideally, your child is already
well versed in home fire escape planning and drills in your own home. Before
you permit a sleepover at a friend’s discuss the importance of knowing how
to escape from a fire wherever you are, including friends' homes." Ms.
Comoletti also urges parents to empower children to ask friends and their
parents about fire safety in their home, and to report to you anything that
makes them feel unsafe.
"And when it's your turn to have other children stay overnight in your home,
make sure they know what your home's fire escape plan is," Ms. Comoletti
adds.

Sleepover checklist
Before you say "yes"
How well do you know the home?
Is the home clean? Does it appear to be structurally sound?
Is the home in a safe area?
If the home has security bars on doors and windows, do you know for
certain that the bars have quick release devices inside, so your child could
get out in an emergency?
Is your child comfortable in the home and with all the occupants?
Are you comfortable leaving your child in the home overnight?

How well do you know the parent(s)?
Are they mature, responsible and conscientious?
Will they supervise the children throughout the stay?
Will they remain sober and attentive?
Are they cautious with smoking materials, matches and lighters, and
candles?

Ask the parents
Are there working smoke alarms on every level, throughout their home?
Do they have a well-rehearsed fire escape plan that includes two ways out
and a meeting place outside?
Where will your child be sleeping? Is there a smoke alarm in or near the
room? Are there two escape routes from the room?
Will the parents walk through their escape plan with your child?
Do the parents prohibit bedroom candle use by children?

Tell the parents...
About your home escape plan and the fire protection equipment you have
in your home.
That you will walk their child through your plan when invited to stay
overnight in your home.

Does your child...
Recognize and awaken to the sound of the smoke alarm? Important: If
not, tell the sleepover parents that your child does not waken to the smoke
alarm and that someone will have to wake them in an emergency.
Know what to do when the smoke alarm sounds?
Know that he or she cannot hide from fire and that the top priority is to get
out and stay out until firefighters say it is safe to go back inside?
Know the fire department emergency number?
Feel empowered to ask about the friends' escape plan?
Feel empowered to tell you if there is a dangerous practice or situation at
the friends' home?

Source: Coldwater Fire Marshal’s Office
National Fire Protection Association "Reproduced from NFPA's Fire
Prevention Week Web site, www.firepreventionweek.org.”
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Escape planning for people with disabilities (Pages 1-2)
When making an escape plan, focus on the abilities you have to escape a fire.
•
•

What can you do to ensure that you will get out or be protected if
there is a fire?
If you require any special assistance or devices identify these as part
of your plan and arrange for them.

And remember: when it comes to understanding your needs, you're the
expert. Be sure to communicate any special assistance you might require to
firefighters or other first responders at the time you make your plan.

Safety tips
Make escape easy
Consider locating your bedroom on the ground floor, making escape easier.
Make sure that smoke alarms are installed in or near any sleeping area, and
have a telephone or telecommunications device installed where you sleep.

Special alarm
If you or any member of your household is deaf or hard of hearing install a
smoke alarm that uses a flashing strobe light or vibration along with the
sound alarm.

Make a plan

Be sure that the escape plan includes everyone in the household. If you or
someone you live with cannot escape alone, designate a member of the
household to assist (have a backup plan in case the designee is away at the
time of the emergency). Conduct regular fire drills to determine if everyone
is able to hear and respond to smoke alarms. If someone requires additional
warning or uses a guide dog, incorporate that need into the fire escape
plan.

Communicate

Post emergency telephone numbers in central locations. Keep a
communications device nearby. If you use a teletypewriter (TTY) or
Telecommunications Device for the Deaf (TDD), place it close to the bed so
that communication with emergency personnel is possible should fire or
smoke trap you in your room.

Talk to your fire department

Contact the fire prevention office of your local fire department to review
emergency escape procedures with them and to discuss your abilities and any
disabilities.

Source: Coldwater Fire Marshal’s Office
National Fire Protection Association "Reproduced from NFPA's Fire
Prevention Week Web site, www.firepreventionweek.org."
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Fire safety in manufactured homes (Pages 1-5)
About manufactured homes

Manufactured homes (formerly called "mobile" homes) are transportable
structures that are fixed to a chassis and specifically designed to be towed
to a residential site. They are not the same as modular or prefabricated
homes, which are factory-built and then towed in sections to be installed at
a permanent location.
The federal government regulates the construction of manufactured
housing. Since 1976, manufactured homes have been required to comply with
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) manufactured
housing construction and safety standards, which cover a wide range of
safety requirements, including fire safety. Post-1976 manufactured homes
bear a label certifying compliance.
The HUD standard has been enhanced over the years and the HUD "Final
Rule" for smoke alarms in manufactured homes is largely based upon NFPA
501, Standard on Manufactured Housing. Today, new construction of
manufactured housing is required to contain, among other provisions:
•

•
•

Factory installed hard wired, interconnected smoke alarms with
battery back-up (including alarms inside all rooms designated as
sleeping areas)
A dedicated alarm to protect the living and kitchen areas
Provisions for special devices for hearing and visually impaired
persons.

NFPA's national fire data indicate that manufactured homes built to HUD
standards (post-1976 construction) have a much lower risk of death and a
significantly reduced risk of injury if fire occurs compared to pre-Standard
manufactured homes. Despite the federal requirements for factory-installed
smoke alarms, 38 percent of 1999 fires in post-HUD Standard manufactured
homes were reported as having no smoke alarms present. Since the homes

are required to be sold with installed or readily installable smoke alarms,
this suggests a problem with detection devices being removed by occupants.

Fire causes
Electrical distribution equipment is the number-one cause of manufactured
home fires. (For dwellings overall, cooking equipment is the leading cause and
electrical distribution is fourth.) Other significant causes of fires in preand post-1976 manufactured homes are heating equipment, intentionally set
fires, and cooking equipment, which are also the three leading causes of
fires in dwellings generally.
"Historically, post-HUD Standard manufactured homes have had smaller
shares of their fatal fires attributed to the leading equipment causes –
heating equipment, electrical distribution equipment, and cooking equipment –
which probably reflects the provisions of the standards designed to prevent
or mitigate such fires," says NFPA report author Dr. John R. Hall, Jr., who
oversees NFPA's Fire Analysis and Research Division. "The latest year of
fire data available (1999) showed a different pattern, but that is most likely
a one-year statistical fluke."

Safety tips

To increase fire safety in manufactured homes, NFPA offers the following
guidelines:

Choose a HUD-certified manufactured home
If you are in the market to purchase or rent a manufactured home,
select a home built after 1976 that bears the HUD label certifying
compliance with safety standards.

Keep smoke alarms working

Never remove or disable a smoke alarm. If you experience frequent
nuisance alarms, consider relocating the alarm further away from
kitchen cooking fumes or bathroom steam. Selecting a photoelectric
smoke alarm for the areas nearest kitchens and baths may reduce the
number of nuisance alarms experienced. Test all smoke alarms at least
once a month by pushing the "test" button. It is not necessary to use
smoke or a real flame to test the smoke alarm's operability, and it is
risky to do so. Replace batteries at least once a year, and when the

alarm "chirps," signaling low battery power. Occasionally dust or
lightly vacuum smoke alarms.

Make sure you have enough smoke alarms

If your older manufactured home does not have smoke alarms in or
near every sleeping room and in or near the family/living area(s),
immediately install new alarms and fresh batteries to protect these
rooms.

Plan your escape

Know ahead of time how you will get out if you have a fire. Develop an
escape plan, which includes having an alternate exit out of every room.
Make sure you can open and get out of windows and doors. All postHUD Standard manufactured homes are required to provide windows
designed for use as secondary escape routes for the bedroom.
Familiarize yourself with their operation and don't block easy access
to them. Immediately fix any windows that have been painted or
nailed shut, doors that are stubborn or "stuck," and locks that are
difficult to operate. Security bars or grates over windows or doors
should have quick-release devices installed inside, which allow you to
open them in an emergency. Hold a fire drill twice a year to rehearse
how you will react if the smoke alarm sounds.

Electrical

Hire a licensed electrician if you notice flickering lights, frequent
blown circuits, or a "hot" smell when using electricity. Use extension
cords for temporary convenience, not as a permanent solution. Avoid
overloading electrical receptacles (outlets). Electrical cords should
not be run under carpets or rugs, as the wires can be damaged by foot
traffic, then overheat and ignite the carpet or rug over them. Groundfault circuit interrupters reduce the risk of electrical shock and
should be installed by electricians in kitchens and baths.

Cooking

Unattended cooking is the leading cause of cooking fires in U.S.
homes. Supervise older children who cook and stay in the kitchen when
heating anything on the stove. Keep cooking surfaces clean and place

anything that can burn well away from the range. Heat oil slowly and
know how to slide a lid over a pan if you experience a grease fire.

Heating

Keep space heaters at least three feet away from anything that can
burn. When purchasing new space heaters, select appliances with
automatic shut-off switches. Kerosene heaters are illegal for home
use in some jurisdictions. Check with your local fire department
before purchasing a kerosene heater. Turn off portable space heaters
before falling asleep or when leaving the room. Refill kerosene heaters
outdoors, after the heater has cooled down. Supervise children and
pets when space heaters are operating.

Walls

All post-HUD Standard manufactured homes are required to have wall
linings that do not promote rapid flame spread, with special protection
around primary heating and cooking equipment, such as the furnace
and cooking range. Do not mount anything on the walls – such as
paneling, drapery, or wall hangings – that would reduce this protection,
especially near major heat sources.

Smoking

If you have smokers in your home, set out large, non-tip ashtrays on
level surfaces and empty them frequently. Thoroughly douse butts
with water before discarding. Check around and under cushions for
smoldering butts.

Protect yourself from intruders

Install outdoor lighting to deter intruders, including would-be
arsonists. Keep gasoline, charcoal lighter and other flammable liquids
locked in an outdoor shed. Don't store items underneath your home.
Store firewood away from your home and keep trash and other
flammable debris cleaned up. Report any suspicious activity in your
neighborhood.
Source: Coldwater Fire Marshal’s Office
National Fire Protection Association "Reproduced from NFPA's Fire
Prevention Week Web site, www.firepreventionweek.org."
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Home Fire Sprinkler Systems: The next generation of
fire safety. (Pages 1-3)
Contrary to what most Americans think, we are not at greatest risk from
fire in hotels or other public places – it is at home, where most of us feel
the safest, that we are actually at highest risk of fire. Hotels, in fact, are
among the places that are safest from fire, and that is due in large part to
the fire protection technology required for them. That technology typically
includes automatic fire sprinklers.
Fire sprinklers have been around for more than a century, protecting
commercial and industrial properties and public buildings, such as hotels and
hospitals and high-rises. What most people don't realize is that the same
lifesaving technology that protects these buildings is also available for
homes, where 80 percent of all fire deaths occur.
Sprinklers typically reduce the chances of dying in a home fire by one half
to two thirds in any kind of property where they are used. Together with
smoke alarms, sprinklers cut the risk of dying in a home fire 82 percent,
relative to having neither.

How do they work?
In a home fire sprinkler system, a network of piping filled with water under
pressure is installed behind the walls and ceilings, and individual sprinklers
are placed along the piping to protect the areas beneath them. Because the
water is always in the piping, the fire sprinkler system is always "on call". If
fire breaks out, the air temperature above the fire rises and the sprinkler
activates when the air temperature gets high enough. The sprinkler sprays
water forcefully over the flames, extinguishing them completely in most
cases, or at least controlling the heat and limiting the development of toxic
smoke until the fire department arrives. Only the sprinkler(s) nearest the
fire activate. Smoke will not activate sprinklers.

Sprinklers are so effective because they react so quickly. They reduce the
risk of death or injury from a fire because they dramatically reduce the
heat, flames and smoke produced, allowing people the time to evacuate the
home. Home fire sprinkler systems release approximately 10-25 gallons of
water per minute. In a home without sprinklers, a fire is likely to grow to
dangerous levels by the time the fire department is able to arrive.
In less time than it typically takes the fire department to arrive on the
scene, sprinklers contain and even extinguish a home fire. That not only
reduces property damage, it saves lives.

How are they installed?
Sprinklers are installed by specially trained contractors who follow NFPA
codes and standards and other local requirements.
The best time to install sprinklers is when you are building a new home or
remodeling an existing home. Nationally, installing sprinklers adds about 1.01.5 percent to the total cost of construction. Installing sprinklers during
remodeling, known as retrofitting, generally costs more and the cost
depends on the existing structure. Many insurance companies offer a range
of discounts for homeowners with sprinkler systems, making comparison
shopping worthwhile.

Debunking the myths
Unfortunately, there are many stubborn misconceptions about home fire
sprinklers that make some homeowners reluctant to install sprinklers in their
homes. These are the facts:
•

•

It is extremely rare for sprinklers to operate accidentally. The odds
are 1 in 16 million that this will happen as a result of a manufacturing
defect. In a typical home, water damage will be considerable less from
unwanted sprinkler discharges than from other plumbing mishaps.
Cigar smoke and burned toast cannot cause a sprinkler to operate.
Only the high temperature that results from a fire will activate the
sprinkler.

•

All the sprinklers do not activate at once. This scenario may be
common in movies and TV shows, but it just isn't true for residential
fire sprinkler systems. Only the sprinkler closest to the fire
activates. Ninety percent of the time, one sprinkler contains the fire.

Home fire sprinklers give you added protection from fire and peace of mind.
Although most state and local codes do not require sprinkler systems in all
homes, NFPA encourages the use of home fire sprinkler systems.
Ask your builder about installing sprinklers in your home. Free information
for both builders and homeowners is available by contacting the nonprofit
Home Fire Sprinkler Coalition at 1-888-635-7222.

Source: Coldwater Fire Marshal’s Office
National Fire Protection Association "Reproduced from NFPA's Fire
Prevention Week Web site, www.firepreventionweek.org."
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