
COLDWATER BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

Henry L. Brown Municipal Building 
Council Chamber 
One Grand Street 
Coldwater, Michigan 

June 2, 2021 

5:00 p.m. 

 

 

Call to Order 

 Public Comment 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 

The items listed in the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Board and its Director 

and will be enacted by one motion. There will be no separate discussion of these items unless 

requested by a Board Member or citizen.  In this event, the item will be removed from the Consent 

Agenda and Board action will be taken separately on said item. Those items so approved under the 

heading “Consent Agenda” will appear in the Board minutes in their proper form. 

A. MINUTES: 

1. Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors held May 5, 2021. 

2. Regular Meeting of the Michigan South Central Power Agency Board of Commissioners 

held April 1, 2021. 

3. Special Meeting of the Michigan South Central Power Agency Board of Commissioners 

held April 21, 2021. 

 

B. DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS: 
 

1. Board of Public Utilities Operation Reports and Financial Statements for April 2021. 

2. Bills and Accounts for period ending May 31, 2021. 

3. Power Supply Cost Projections. 

4. MERS Defined Benefit Pension Plan Statement for the quarter ending March 31, 2021. 

  

END OF CONSENT AGENDA 

 

REGULAR AGENDA 
 

1. Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF) Project Plan. 

2. Dylan McFarland, OJT Experience Presentation. 

3. Public Act 95. 

4. Presentation of 2021/2022 Fiscal Year Budgets. 



5. Resolution No. 21-44, Demand Response Program. 

6. Broadband Service Contract. 

7. PGS Resources Settlement. 

8. Aspen Wireless Progress Report. 

 Public Comment 

 New Business 

 Date of Next Meeting 

 Adjournment 



 
Minutes of the Regular Meeting 

of the Coldwater Board of Public Utilities 
 

 

Coldwater Board of Public Utilities               May 5, 2021 

Coldwater, Michigan                  5:00 p.m. 

 

Regular Meeting 

 

Any interested person or group may address the Coldwater Board of Public Utilities on 

any agenda item or on any matter of CBPU concern including items not on the Agenda 

during the agenda items designated Public Comment.  The comment of any member of 

the public or any special interest group may be limited in time.  Such limitation shall not 

be less than five minutes unless otherwise explained by the presiding officer, subject to 

appeal by the Board. 

 

For individuals who may wish to give public comment, the method for providing public 

comment during this remote-participation meeting is to call the following toll-free numbers: 

 

1-888-475-4499  (Meeting ID: 890 8455 0326), a Participant ID is not required. 

 

Callers wishing to give public comment may call in before the meeting starts and wait in a 

“virtual waiting room.” Those calling in will be able to hear the audio of the CBPU Board 

meeting, but their telephone/microphone will be muted.  At the time for Public Comment, 

press *9 on your telephone to “raise your hand”, and you will be called upon.  Once you have 

been called upon, press *6 to unmute your telephone/microphone so that you may be heard.  

Callers who do not wish to give public comment are encouraged to view the meeting live-

streamed on YouTube at, bit.ly/ColdwaterVideo or on Skitter Channel 61. 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 

 

Meeting called to order by President Stevens 

ROLL CALL: 

 

PRESENT: Members: 

President Stevens, Vice President Ohm, Travis Machan, John Wellet, Terry 

Whelan 

 

Others: 

Director Budd, Nicki Luce, Tom Eldridge 

 

Via Zoom: 

Pat Pool, Jodi Shook, Bob Worley, Jim Odneal, Keith Baker, Don Reid, plus 

one other 

 

ABSENT: None 

 

 

 

callto:888%20475%204499
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Coldwater Board of Public Utilities 

Regular Meeting Continued 

May 5, 2021 
  

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

 

None 

 

It was noted that there was no public comment emails received as of 3:30 

p.m. prior to the meeting. 

 

   CONSENT AGENDA  

 

NOTE:  The items listed in the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the 

Board and its Director and will be enacted by one motion. There will be no 

separate discussion of these items unless requested by a Board Member or 

citizen. In this event, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and 

Board action will be taken separately on said item. Those items so approved 

under the heading "Consent Agenda" will appear in the Board minutes in their 

proper form. 

 

MINUTES: 

 

1. Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors held March 31, 2021. 

2. Regular Meeting of the Michigan South Central Power Agency Board of 

Commissioners held March 4, 2021. 

  

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS: 

 
1. Board of Public Utilities Operation Reports and Financial Statements for March 

2021. 

2. Bills and Accounts for period ending April 30, 2021. 

3. Power Supply Cost Projections. 

 

  

MOTION:  Member Wellet moved that the Consent Agenda items be approved as presented. 

 

Member Ohm seconded the motion. 

 

Upon roll call vote, the following voted: 

 

 “AYE”:  Vice President Ohm, Member Machan, Member Wellet, Member 

Whelan, President Stevens 

 

 “NAY”:  None 

 

 Motion carried unanimously. 
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Coldwater Board of Public Utilities 

Regular Meeting Continued 

May 5, 2021 
  

 

  REGULAR AGENDA   

VILLAGE OF UNION CITY WITHDRAWAL FROM MSCPA: 

 

Director Budd updated the Board on the tentative agreement to buy out the 

Village of Union City and divest its participation from the Michigan South 

Central Power Agency (MSCPA).  Formal adoption of the agreement will be 

presented at a future Board meeting. 

 

 

MISO CAPACITY AUCTION: 

 

Director Budd shared the 2021/2022 MISO capacity auction results, which had 

Zone 7 clearing at $5.00 per MW-day.  Last year, Zone 7 cleared at Cost of New 

Entry (CONE) $257.53 MW-day.  The decrease is a result of a combination of 

lower peak demand and additional supply. 

 

 

WILLOWBROOK LAND OFFER: 

 

In order to build additional multi-family housing, the Board discussed the 

potential sale of 14 acres of property on Willowbrook Road.  An offer of $30,000 

an acre was proposed. 

 

MOTION: Member Machan moved to approve selling 14 acres of property on Willowbrook 

Road for a purchase price of $30,000 per acre and recommended forwarding the 

request to City Council for authorization. 

 
  Member Ohm seconded the motion. 
 

Upon roll call vote, the following voted: 

 

 “AYE”:  Member Machan, Member Wellet, Member Whelan, Vice President 

Ohm, President Stevens 

 

 “NAY”: None 

 

 Motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

SOLAR RFP DISCUSSION: 

 

To help with capacity and to meet state requirements for future power supply in 

green energy, Director Budd detailed possible site options for seeking proposals 

for the placement of solar on City owned property.  The Board agreed to further 

exploration and to have staff investigate all options. 
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Coldwater Board of Public Utilities 

Regular Meeting Continued 

May 5, 2021 
  

 

 

ASPEN WIRELESS PROGRESS REPORT: 

 

IT Director, Pat Pool, updated the Board on the progress of Phase II of the fiber 

project. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

 

None 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT: 

 

• This month’s power cost adjustment is $.008476.  PCA for secondary 

meters is $.00873.  

 

• Construction on the Monroe Street rehabilitation project was delayed due to 

infrastructure conflicts.  Work crews will be starting again on May 3rd. 

Fishbeck has engineered a solution to reroute the new water main around the 

Frontier communication vaults. 

 

• Plummer’s Environmental has been lining 19 different manholes on US-12 

ahead of the paving project by MDOT.  There will also be two spot repairs 

made this summer as well. 

 

• Construction on the water main on Sauk River is expected to start May 10th. 

 

• MISO has delayed the decision date again for moving to the 2nd Definitive 

Planning Phase (DPP2) for the proposed Natural Gas Peaking Plant until 

late June.  

 

• The Wastewater Department has finished hauling biosolids out of the 

digesters.  Over a million gallons has been land applied at various fields.   

 

•  A Notice of Public Hearing will be published in the newspaper regarding 

upgrades to the water system.  A full presentation will be presented by 

Fishbeck at the June Board meeting. 

 

A thank you note was received from the Children’s Museum of Branch County for designing 

and fabricating “The Pedal Power” exhibit. 

 

A thank you note was received from Lakeland Elementary Readers are Leaders for our 

donation to their literacy program. 
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Coldwater Board of Public Utilities 

Regular Meeting Continued 

May 5, 2021 
  

 

 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING: 

 

The date of the next regular meeting is Wednesday, June 2, 2021 at 5:00 p.m. 

 

 

FY 2021/2022 BUDGET WORKSHOP: 

 

Director Budd reviewed prior year results for each department and presented 

budget projections and goals for FY 2021/2022. 

 

 

ADJOURN: 

 
MOTION: Member Whelan moved that the meeting be adjourned. 
 
 Member Machan seconded the motion. 
 
Upon roll call vote, the following voted: 

 

 “AYE”:  President Stevens, Vice President Ohm, Member Machan, Member 

Wellet, Member Whelan 

 

 “NAY”:  None 

 

 Motion carried unanimously. 
 

Meeting adjourned at 7:32 p.m. 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

Nicki Luce, Secretary 

Coldwater Board of Public Utilities 



MINUTES OF THE MICHIGAN SOUTH CENTRAL POWER AGENCY 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS REGULAR MEETING 

 
April 1, 2021 One Grand Street, Coldwater, MI 49036  
10:00 a.m. & via Zoom Webinar 
  
  
 
NOTICE OF MEETING 
 
A public notice had been posted in accordance with Open Meetings Act No. 267, Public 
Acts of Michigan, 1976. 
 
COMMISSIONERS PRESENT VIA ZOOM 
 
Kevin Cornish, attended remotely from Village of Clinton, Lenawee County, Michigan 
Chris Mathis, attended remotely from Village of Union City, Branch County, Michigan 
 
COMMISSIONERS PRESENT IN PERSON 
 
Jeff Budd, Coldwater, Michigan 
David Mackie, Coldwater, Michigan 
Tom Tarkiewicz, Coldwater, Michigan 
 
ALTERNATE COMMISSIONERS PRESENT IN PERSON 
 
Ed Rice, Marshall 
Chris McArthur, Hillsdale 
Jim Odneal, Coldwater 
 
OTHERS PRESENT IN PERSON 
 
Pam Sullivan of AMP 
 
OTHERS PRESENT VIA ZOOM 
 
Chris Norton, Scott Kiesewetter and Tom Sillasen of AMP; Trisha Nelson of Marshall, 
Michigan; Don Reid of Coldwater, Michigan; Steve Mann of Miller Canfield  
 
1. CALL TO ORDER: 
 
Chairman Tarkiewicz called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 
 
2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA WITH ANY ADDITIONS: 
 



Moved Commissioner Budd, supported Commissioner Mackie, to approve the agenda as 
presented. On a roll call vote: Ayes: Budd, Cornish, Mackie, Mathis, and Tarkiewicz, 
Nays: None. MOTION CARRIED. 
 
3. PUBLIC COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS: 
 
No public comment. 
 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
Moved Commissioner Cornish, supported Commissioner Mackie, to approve the minutes 
of the March 4, 2021 Regular Board meeting. On a roll call vote: Ayes: Budd, Cornish, 
Mackie, Mathis, and Tarkiewicz, Nays: None. MOTION CARRIED. 
 
5. FINANCIAL: 
 
A. Finance Report 
 
Summarized the report with no issues. Noted:  As part of cash management, money will 
be moved from Fifth Third securities to phase out that account. 
 
B. Approval of February 2021 Financial Statements and Investment Reports 
 
Moved Commissioner Cornish, supported Commissioner Budd, to approve the February 
2021 Financial Statements and Investment Reports. On a roll call vote: Ayes: Budd, 
Cornish, Mackie, Mathis, and Tarkiewicz, Nays: None. MOTION CARRIED. 
 
C. Approval of February 2021 Invoices 
 
Moved Commissioner Cornish, supported Commissioner Mackie, to approve the 
February 2021 Invoices as presented. On a roll call vote: Ayes: Budd, Cornish, Mackie, 
Mathis, and Tarkiewicz, Nays: None. MOTION CARRIED. 
 
6. MANAGEMENT: 
 
A. General Manager’s Report 
  
Pam Sullivan, Scott Kiesewetter, and Chris Norton provided an update.  
 
7. ACTION ITEMS 
 
A. Union City Departure Cost Analysis 
 
Tom Sillasen shared revised cost analysis allocation spreadsheet with the Board.   
 
Moved Commissioner Cornish, supported Commissioner Mathis, to authorize the 
General Manager to begin developing legal documents to allow for the withdrawal of 



Union City from the Agency and the reallocation of transmission entitlements. On a roll 
call vote: Ayes: Budd, Cornish, Mackie, Mathis, and Tarkiewicz, Nays: None. MOTION 
CARRIED.  
(Attachment A) 
 
 
B. Document Scanning Update  
 
Commissioner Budd provided an update on the progress of document scanning.  Part 1 
is completed and Part 2 is in progress and thumb drives of all scanned documents are 
being made.  General Manager to sign approval to shred documents based on the 
approval of Harold Jenkins. 
 
C. REC Analysis 
 
Moved Commissioner Cornish, supported Commissioner Mathis, to approve the sale of 
REC’s for $2.00/REC to Coldwater from other members. On a roll call vote: Ayes: Budd, 
Cornish, Mackie, Mathis, and Tarkiewicz, Nays: None. MOTION CARRIED.  
 
8. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
None. 
 
9. PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 
 
None. 
 
10. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS AND MEMBER’S MUNICIPALITY UPDATE: 
 
Clinton:  Work on water main project, substation work continues, and board needs to 
discuss Board positions in May. 
 
Union City:  Single hauler refuse beginning and Police Department received car and body 
cameras. 
 
Hillsdale:  Road projects underway and researching bond issue for road repair.  Begin 
budget prep and substation equipment bids. 
 
Coldwater:  Fiber project continues under budget and electric load is down. 
 
Marshall:  Single hauler refuse is beginning, working with ITC, Marshall House sale 
proposals due end of April, and third grower has installed their transformers. 
 
Closed Session 
 
Moved Commissioner Budd, supported Commissioner Mackie, to enter into Closed 
Session under section 8 (h) of PA 267 of 1976 of the Open Meetings Act to discuss the 



Coldwater Peaking Project-Air Permitting Proposal.  On a roll call vote: Ayes: Budd, 
Cornish, Mackie, Mathis, and Tarkiewicz, Nays: None. MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Enter into Closed Session at 11:30 a.m. 
 
Moved Commissioner Mackie, supported Commissioner Budd to exit Closed Session.  
On a roll call vote: Ayes: Budd, Cornish, Mackie, Mathis and Tarkiewicz, Nays: None. 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Exited Closed Session at 11:55 a.m. 
 
Moved Commissioner Budd, supported Commissioner Mackie to authorize the General 
Manager to enter into contract with Fishbeck for air permitting on Coldwater Peaking 
Project. On a roll call vote:  Ayes: Budd, Cornish, Mathis, Mackie,  and Tarkiewicz, Nays: 
None. MOTION CARRIED. 
 
 
Adjourned at 11:59 a.m. 
 
_________________________________________ 
Thomas Tarkiewicz, Chairman 
 

_________________________________________ 
 Chris Mathis, Secretary 
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