
Electronic Meeting of the Coldwater Board of Public Utilities
Video and Telephone Conferencing Meeting Notice

Wednesday, February 3, 2021 at 5:00 p.m.

Pursuant to the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services Director Robert Gordon’s 
Emergency Order dated December 21, 2020, now in effect, which imposed restrictions on 
gatherings, including public meetings, to mitigate the spread of Coronavirus Disease 2019 
(COVID-19) and pursuant to authority provided by Michigan’s Open Meeting Act as amended in 
Public Act 254 of 2020 which permits public bodies subject to the Open Meetings Act to use 
telephone and or video conferencing technology to meet remotely and conduct business until 
March 31, 2021, the Coldwater Board of Public Utilities will hold a Regular Meeting via telephone 
conferencing at 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, February 3, 2021, for purpose of conducting such 
business that comes before the Board. For current and up-to-date information regarding the 
coronavirus, visit:  http://www.Michigan.gov/Coronavirus or http://www.CDC.gov/Coronavirus.

Members of the public may view and participate in the meeting by the following methods:

ELECTRONIC COLDWATER BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES MEETING 
ACCESS

For individuals who may wish to give public comment, the method for providing public comment 
during this remote-participation meeting is to call the following toll-free numbers:

1-888-475-4499 or 1-877-853-5257 (Meeting ID: 852 3924 0422), a Participant ID is not 
required. 

Callers wishing to give public comment may call in before the meeting starts and wait in a “virtual 
waiting room.” These instructions will be included in every official published agenda of the 
Coldwater Board of Public Utilities. Those calling in will be able to hear the audio of the CBPU 
Board meeting, but they will be muted until called upon. Callers who do not wish to give public 
comment are encouraged to view the meeting live-streamed on YouTube at, 
bit.ly/ColdwaterVideo and also on Skitter Channel 61.
 
ELECTRONIC COLDWATER BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES MEETING 
PARTICIPATION

The following are the procedures by which members of the public may contact members of the 
public body to provide input or ask questions about any business that will come before it.

 To help meeting flow and organization, and consistent with Board procedures, all public 
comment will be taken during public comment periods at the beginning of the meeting and 
again at the end of the meeting.

 To make a public comment during a public comment period, enter *9 on a touchtone phone 
or keypad to “raise your hand” to be called upon.  When called upon, press *6 to unmute 
your device.  Then, please state your name and express your interest.

 The time limit for an individual’s public comments shall remain five minutes.

http://www.michigan.gov/Coronavirus
http://www.cdc.gov/Coronavirus
callto:888 475 4499
callto:877 853 5257


Members of the public may contact the Board of Directors at the following email addresses to 
provide input on any business that will come before the Board at the meeting.  To be considered 
at the meeting, emails must be posted no later than two hours before the meeting.  Please 
specifically state if you want your comment read at the meeting.

 CBPU President Christopher Stevens: cstevens@coldwater.org
 CBPU Vice President Scott Ohm: sohm@coldwater.org
 CBPU Member Travis Machan: tmachan@coldwater.org
 CBPU Member John Wellet: jwellet@coldwater.org
 CBPU Member Terry Whelan: twhelan@coldwater.org
 CBPU Utility Director Jeff Budd: jbudd@coldwater.org

You will find the agenda and materials to be considered at the meeting at: 
http://www.coldwater.org/AgendaCenter.  Scroll down and select the specific public body and 
meeting to view the agenda and materials.

The City of Coldwater will provide reasonably necessary auxiliary aids for viewing the meeting 
including YouTube and Skitter Channel 61, and will provide Closed Captioning upon request. If 
other aids are needed for persons with disabilities, please contact the CBPU Board Secretary 
at nluce@coldwater.org at least 24 hours in advance of the meeting.
 
Technical support for this meeting is available by calling the CBPU Help Desk at 517-279-1330.
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COLDWATER BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS ELECTRONIC MEETING 

Henry L. Brown Municipal Building 
Council Chamber 
One Grand Street 
Coldwater, Michigan 

February 3, 2021 

5:00 p.m. 

 

 

Any interested person or group may address the Coldwater Board of Public Utilities on any 

agenda item or on any matter of CBPU concern including items not on the Agenda during 

the agenda items designated Public Comment.  The comment of any member of the public or 

any special interest group may be limited in time.  Such limitation shall not be less than five 

minutes unless otherwise explained by the presiding officer, subject to appeal by the Board.  

For individuals who may wish to give public comment, the method for providing public comment 

during this remote-participation meeting is to call the following toll-free numbers: 

1-888-475-4499  or 1-877-853-5257 (Meeting ID: 852 3924 0422), a Participant ID is not 

required. 

Callers wishing to give public comment may call in before the meeting starts and wait in a “virtual 

waiting room.” Those calling in will be able to hear the audio of the CBPU Board meeting, but 

their telephone/microphone will be muted. At the time for Public Comment, press *9 on your 

telephone to “raise your hand”, and you will be called upon. Once you have been called upon, press 

*6 to unmute your telephone/microphone so that you may be heard.  Callers who do not wish to 

give public comment are encouraged to view the meeting live-streamed on YouTube at, 

bit.ly/ColdwaterVideo or on Skitter Channel 61. 

 

Call to Order 

 Public Comment 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 

The items listed in the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Board and its Director 

and will be enacted by one motion. There will be no separate discussion of these items unless 

requested by a Board Member or citizen.  In this event, the item will be removed from the Consent 

Agenda and Board action will be taken separately on said item. Those items so approved under the 

heading “Consent Agenda” will appear in the Board minutes in their proper form. 

A. MINUTES: 

1. Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors held January 6, 2021. 

2. Regular Meeting of the Michigan South Central Power Agency Board of Commissioners 

held December 1, 2020. 
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B. DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS: 

 

1. Board of Public Utilities Operation Reports and Financial Statements for December 2020. 

2. Bills and Accounts for period ending January 31, 2021. 

3. Power Supply Cost Projections. 

  

END OF CONSENT AGENDA 

 

REGULAR AGENDA 
 

1. Tibbits Sponsorship Request. 

2. Power Supply Cost Adjustment Discussion. 

3. Six Month Financial Review. 

4. Butters Avenue Substation Construction Progress Report. 

5. Big Boy Lift Station Construction Progress Report. 

6. Aspen Wireless Progress Report. 

7. Electric Capacity Discussion. 

 Public Comment 

 New Business 

 Date of Next Meeting 

 Closed Session Pursuant to Section 8(h) of PA 267 of 1976 to consider material exempt from 

discussion or disclosure by state or federal statute 

 Adjournment 















MINUTES OF THE MICHIGAN SOUTH CENTRAL POWER AGENCY 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS REGULAR MEETING 

 
December 1, 2020 via ZOOM webinar 
10:00 a.m.   
 
NOTICE OF MEETING 
 
A public notice had been posted in accordance with Open Meetings Act No. 267, Public 
Acts of Michigan, 1976. 
 
COMMISSIONERS PRESENT VIA ZOOM 
 
Kevin Cornish, attended remotely from Village of Clinton, Lenawee County, Michigan 
Jeff Budd, attended remotely from City of Coldwater, Branch County, Michigan 
David Mackie, attended remotely from City of Hillsdale, Hillsdale County, Michigan 
Thomas Tarkiewicz, attended remotely from City of Marshall, Calhoun County, Michigan 
Chris Mathis, attended remotely from Village of Union City, Branch County, Michigan 
 
ALTERNATE COMMISSIONERS PRESENT VIA ZOOM 
 
Ed Rice, attended remotely from City of Marshall, Calhoun County, Michigan 
Jim Odneal, attended remotely from City of Coldwater, Branch County, Michigan 
Chris McArthur, attended remotely from City of Hillsdale, Hillsdale County, Michigan 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
 
Pam Sullivan, Chris Norton, Scott Kiesewetter and Tom Sillasen of AMP; Don Reid of 
Coldwater, Michigan; Trisha Nelson of Marshall, Michigan 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER: 
 
Chairman Tarkiewicz called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 
 
2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA WITH ANY ADDITIONS: 
 
Moved Commissioner Mackie, supported Commissioner Mathis, to approve the agenda 
as presented. On a roll call vote: Ayes: Budd, Cornish, Mackie, Mathis, and Tarkiewicz, 
Nays: None. MOTION CARRIED. 
 
3. PUBLIC COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS: 
 
No public comment. 
 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 



Moved Commissioner Cornish, supported Commissioner Mackie, to approve the minutes 
of the November 10, 2020. On a roll call vote: Ayes: Budd, Cornish, Mackie, Mathis, and 
Tarkiewicz, Nays: None. MOTION CARRIED. 
 
5. FINANCIAL: 
 
A. Finance Report 
 
Summarized the report with no issues. 
 
B. Approval of October 2020 Financial Statements and Investment Reports 
 
Moved Commissioner Cornish, supported Commissioner Mathis, to approve the October 
2020 Financial Statements and Investment Reports. On a roll call vote: Ayes: Budd, 
Cornish, Mackie, Mathis, and Tarkiewicz, Nays: None. MOTION CARRIED. 
 
C. Approval of October 2020 Invoices 
 
Moved Commissioner Cornish, supported Commission Mackie, to approve the October 
2020 Invoices as presented. On a roll call vote: Ayes: Budd, Cornish, Mackie, Mathis, and 
Tarkiewicz, Nays: None. MOTION CARRIED. 
 
6. MANAGEMENT: 
 
A. General Manager’s Report 
  
Pam Sullivan and Scott Kiesewetter provided update.  
 
Moved Commissioner Cornish, supported Commission Mathis, to authorize the sale of 
2021/2022 capacity in Zone 4/6 and to purchase equivalent volume in Zone 7 at a price 
difference up to the previously approved RFP Zone 7 capacity proposal.   On a roll call 
vote: Ayes: Budd, Cornish, Mackie, Mathis, and Tarkiewicz, Nays: None. MOTION 
CARRIED 
 
B. Coldwater Peaking Project 
 
Nothing significant from last month to report. 
 
C. Marshall Energy Center 
 
Still looking ahead for Spring 2021 construction. 
 
D. Approval of 2021 Board Meeting Dates 
 
Moved Commissioner Cornish, supported Commission Mathis, to approve the 2021 
Board meeting dates. On a roll call vote: Ayes: Budd, Cornish, Mackie, Mathis, and 
Tarkiewicz, Nays: None. MOTION CARRIED.  



 
7. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
None. 
 
8. PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 
 
None. 
 
9. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS AND MEMBER’S MUNICIPALITY UPDATE: 
 
Clinton:  Wrapping up projects and everything running status quo. 
 
Union City:  Recently hired new Public Works Supervisor. 
 
Coldwater:  Wrapping up projects and moving forward with the Fiber project. 
 
Hillsdale:  Continuing to navigate through COVID. 
 
Marshall:  RFP for Perrin Dam and Marshall will be having the Annual Christmas parade 
as a drive-thru event at the fairgrounds.    
 
Adjourned at 10:35 a.m. 

 
 
_________________________________________ 
Thomas Tarkiewicz, Chairman 
 

_________________________________________ 
 Chris Mathis, Secretary 
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